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SUBJECT: FY 2018-2019 Williamson Act Subvention Application Report 
  

REQUEST(S):  
 That the Board of Supervisors: 

 
 Approve the FY 2018-2019 Williamson Act Subvention Application Report. 
  

SUMMARY: 
 The FY 2018-2019 Williamson Act Subvention Application Report is submitted for 

Board review and approval. 
 
Summary of Williamson Act Subvention Requirements 
The California Land Conservation Act of 1965 (Williamson Act) was established to 
preserve agricultural land and open space, and to discourage premature conversion 
of agricultural land to urban uses.  The Act enables local governments to enter into 
contracts with private landowners for the purpose of restricting specific parcels of land 
to agricultural or compatible uses, or related open space uses. In return, landowners 
receive reduced property tax assessments.  
 
The Open Space Subvention Act (OSSA) was enacted on January 1, 1972, to provide 
for the partial reimbursement of local property tax revenue foregone as a result of 
participation in the California Land Conservation (Williamson) Act program. 
Subvention payments to participating Counties are calculated at $5 per acre for prime, 
and $1 per acre for nonprime Williamson Act contracted acreage, and $8 per acre for 
farmland   security   zone   acreage (Government   Code   sections   16142   and 
16142.1).   In Fiscal Year 2008-09, the state reduced its subvention payments to 
counties by 10% to assist in off-setting the state fiscal crisis (GC section 16142(d)). 
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