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CONTACT PERSON: Celeste Perez    PHONE:  (559) 624-7010 

  
SUBJECT: 2018 Community Development Block Grant Application Design 

Phase 
  

REQUEST(S):  
 That the Board of Supervisors: 
 Hold a Public Hearing on December 11, 2018 at 9:30 a.m., or as soon thereafter as 

it can be heard, to review and receive citizen input and comments regarding the 
proposed Community Development Block Grant application activities. 

  
SUMMARY: 
 The State Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) oversees 

the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. HCD requires that a 
Public Hearing be held during the Design Phase, when the County is contemplating 
CDBG funded projects. This Design Phase Public Hearing provides an opportunity 
to discuss possible application activities for funding under the recently released 
2018 Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) for CDBG funds as well as an 
explanation of the CDBG Program. 
On November 1, 2018, HCD announced the availability of approximately $29.6 
million in CDBG funding allocated for the 2018 funding cycle. Tulare County may 
submit one application for a maximum of $3 million to include up to four activities 
from the following: one Planning and Technical Assistance Activity (PTA), two non-
PTA Activities, and one Supplemental Activity. The two non-PTA activities can be 
any combination from the following: Housing, Public Improvements (i.e. 
Infrastructure), Public Facilities, Public Services and Enterprise Fund. The 



SUBJECT: 
DATE: 

2018 Community Development Block Grant Application Design Phase 
December 11, 2018 

- 2 -

Supplemental Activity must be fully funded by available Program Income. 
The reason for today’s Public Hearing is to allow for an opportunity for the public to 
provide input for analysis and guidance prior to the preparation of a CDBG 
application by the County. Some examples of eligible activities and the associated 
funding limits are as follows: 

i. Business Assistance (loans to businesses for startups, equipment, etc.) 
and/or Microenterprise Assistance (training, loans to micro entrepreneurs, 
etc.). - $500,000 max

ii. Homeownership Assistance or Housing Rehabilitation. This can be a 
combination of both or either activity. - $1,000,000 max

iii. Multi-Family Housing Rehabilitation with or without acquisition. - $3,000,000 
max

iv. Funding for operating costs, labor, supplies, materials, etc. towards public 
service activities. Examples include operation of a new homeless shelter, day 
care, senior center.  - $500,000 max

v. Acquisition, construction, installation of public improvements such as sewers, 
storm drains, sidewalks, water wells, etc. - $3,000,000 max

vi. Acquisition, new construction or rehabilitation of buildings or equipment for 
public purposes, such as a homeless shelter, parks, community centers, 
senior centers, fire stations and equipment. - $3,000,000 max

vii. Planning & Technical Assistance: Studies that support community or 
economic development such as community plans and income surveys. -
$100,000 max

The CDBG Program 
The CDBG program is authorized by the Housing and Community Development Act 
of 1974 (HCDA) as amended. The requirements of the state CDBG Program are in 
Health and Safety Code, Sections 50825-50834, and Title 25 of the California Code 
of Regulations (25 CCR), Sections 7050-7126. 

The primary federal objective of the CDBG Program is the development of viable 
urban communities by providing decent housing and a sustainable living 
environment and through expanding economic development opportunities, 
principally, for persons of low and moderate income (defined as families, 
households, or individuals whose incomes do not exceed 80 percent of the area 
median income).  

CDBG funds are provided as grants to the applicant for the purpose of funding 
homeownership assistance and housing rehabilitation programs, public facility and 
public improvement projects (including public improvements in support of new 
housing construction), public service programs, planning studies, economic 
development business assistance and microenterprise activities. 
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Funding is awarded through a competitive process.  Applications are rated and 
ranked according to criteria established in State CDBG Regulations.  Points are 
awarded for funding under four main categories including Need, Readiness, 
Jurisdictional Capacity/Past Performance, and State Objectives.  Each activity in the 
application will be rated and ranked against other applications for the same activity.  
Therefore, it is possible to be awarded or denied funding for each activity type. In 
other words, it is possible to be awarded funds for one activity, but not another, 
depending on the scoring and competitiveness of each unique activity. 
 
Meeting a National Objective 
To be eligible for funding, every CDBG-funded activity must meet one or more of 
three National Objectives:  

1. Benefit to low- and moderate-income persons;  
2. Prevention or elimination of slums or blight;  
3. Urgent Need (requires a State or Federal disaster declaration). 

 
Program Income 
Program Income (PI) is generated when loans funded by the CDBG Program are 
being repaid. The County has a trust account for such repayment and currently has 
approximately $50,000 in available Program Income on hand. It is anticipated that 
the County receives approximately $50,000 in additional CDBG PI during a three 
year grant term. All PI on hand must be expended prior to requesting grant funds for 
reimbursement from the state CDBG Program. This can be done either through the 
first costs related to an awarded project, or, the County has the option to include 
one Supplemental Activity in its application in order to expend PI. 
 
Citizen Participation 
The notice for this Public Hearing was published in English and Spanish in the 
Visalia Times-Delta on November 29, 2018, at least 10 days in advance of the 
Public Hearing as required by the CDBG Program. A copy of the notice is contained 
in Attachment “A”. 
 
When the Public Hearing is opened, citizens are encouraged to ask questions about 
this CDBG funding opportunity and/or provide input on which activities should be 
included in the County’s application. Citizens are also invited to submit written 
comments regarding the CDBG Program and the County’s anticipated application to 
Tulare County RMA, 5961 South Mooney Boulevard, Visalia, CA 93277. 
 
A separate Public Hearing will be held on January 29, 2019 to discuss selected 
activities and approve the CDBG application prior to submittal to HCD. 
 
 





 

 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF TULARE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
IN THE MATTER OF 2018 COMMUNITY )  
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT ) Resolution No. ____________ 
APPLICATION DESIGN PHASE )  
 

 UPON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR      , SECONDED BY 

SUPERVISOR    __________, THE FOLLOWING WAS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD 

OF SUPERVISORS, AT AN OFFICIAL MEETING HELD DECEMBER 11, 2018, BY 

THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 

 AYES:  
 NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
 ABSENT:  
 
 ATTEST: JASON T. BRITT 

 COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER/ 
 CLERK, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 

 
 BY: _________________________________ 
 Deputy Clerk 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

 
 

Held a Public Hearing on December 11, 2018 at 9:30 a.m., or as soon thereafter as it 
can be heard, to review and receive citizen input and comments regarding the proposed 
Community Development Block Grant application activities. 
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