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SUBJECT: Receive a presentation from the Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer

regarding a proposed moratorium on Industrial Hemp cultivation
within the County

REQUEST(S):
That the Board of Supervisors:
1. Receive a presentation by the Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer regarding
concerns about industrial hemp cultivation in the unincorporated areas of the
County of Tulare.
2. Provide direction to the Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer regarding a

potential moratorium (interim, urgency ordinance) on of Industrial Hemp
cultivation within the County.

SUMMARY:

The purpose of this presentation is to update the Board of Supervisors on recent
changes to the laws regulating industrial hemp; to outline potential issues that may
arise if industrial hemp cultivation becomes established in Tulare County before
staff has had an opportunity to propose appropriate local regulations; and to request
direction regarding a potential moratorium (in the form of an interim ordinance
pursuant to Government Code section 65858) on the cultivation of industrial hemp,
either for commercial purposes, or by “Established Agricultural Research
Institutions,” as defined by California Food and Agricultural Code Section 81000.

On December 20, 2018, President Trump signed into law H.R. 2, the “Agriculture
Improvement Act of 2018” (also known as the 2018 Farm Bill). The 2018 Farm Bill
removed hemp from the list of drugs classified as Schedule 1 under the Controlled












