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CONTACT PERSON: Celeste Perez    PHONE:  (559) 624-7010 

  
SUBJECT: Amendment to the Tulare County Zoning Ordinance No. 352 for 

Zone Change No. PZC 18-017 – O’Sullivan, Porterville   
  

REQUEST(S):  
 That the Board of Supervisors: 

 
 1. Hold a Public Hearing at 9:30 a.m. or shortly thereafter. 

2. Accept the Categorical Exemption as the appropriate environmental 
determination, consistent with the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) and the State CEQA Guidelines, pursuant to Title 14, Cal. Code 
Regulations Section 15061 (b) (3), Class 3, the General Rule. 

3. Adopt an Amendment to Ordinance No. 352, the Tulare County Zoning 
Ordinance, for Change of Zone No. PZC 18-017 to change the zone on 
approximately 2.19 acres from AE-20 (Exclusive Agriculture – 20 acre 
minimum) to “C-3” (Service Commercial), located at 591 West Olive Avenue, 
approximately two miles east of Cotton Center and five miles west of 
Porterville, consistent with Planning Commission’s Recommendation and 
Findings of Approval for Planning Commission Resolution No. 9594. 

  
SUMMARY: 
 Thomas J. O’Sullivan has applied for a change of zone to change the zoning of a 

2.19-acre parcel from the AE-20 (Exclusive Agricultural – 20 Acre Minimum) to the C-
3 (Service Commercial) Zone. The applicant intends to construct a convenience 
store and filling station on a 1.23-acre portion of the 2.19-acre parcel. A future parcel 
map will divide the parcel into two parcels. The agent is Dennis R. Forester, 1620 W. 
Mineral King Ave., Visalia CA 93291. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SUMMARY:     
This project will not have a significant effect on the environment and has been 
determined to be categorically exempt, consistent with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) and the State CEQA Guidelines, pursuant to Title 14, Cal. Code 
Regulations, Section 15061 (b)(3), the General Rule. The basis for the exemption is 
that the project does not have the potential for causing a significant effect on the 
environment, and therefore, is not subject to CEQA. The subject site is not located in 
an environmentally sensitive area and must comply with state and local regulations.   
 
ENTITLEMENT(S): 
General Plan - The subject site is located outside any Urban Boundaries and is 
subject to the Rural Valley Lands Plan, with a Land Use Designation of Valley 
Agricultural.  A Rural Valley Lands Plan (RVLP) Evaluation resulted in 11 points, 
indicating that the parcel may be considered for non-agricultural zoning. The existing 
Land Use Designation will remain on the site.  
 
Zoning – The existing AE-20 Zoning on the site allows by right intensive agricultural 
uses. The requested C-3 zoning is intended for establishments such as a Super 
Service Station that dispenses diesel fuel and services trucks.   
 
PROJECT HISTORY: 
The parcel was created by Tentative Parcel Map No. PPM 82-090 in 1982. A single 
family dwelling on the site was demolished in 2009. An existing fruit stand will be 
removed.  

  
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING: 
 
 No Net County Cost.   

 
The applicants cost for a Change of Zone was an initial deposit of $6,451 to the 
Tulare County Resource Management Agency.  Additional fees of $100 per hour are 
charged if actual cost of processing the Zone Change application exceeds the 
deposit.  CEQA documentation and compliance for the project is also charged at a 
full cost recovery basis. 

  
LINKAGE TO THE COUNTY OF TULARE STRATEGIC BUSINESS PLAN: 
 The County’s five-year strategic plan includes the “Economic Well Being Initiative - to 

promote economic development opportunities, effective growth management and a 
quality standard of living.”  The requested zone change amendment helps encourage 
growth consistent with the County General Plan. 

  





 

 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF TULARE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
IN THE MATTER OF AMENDMENT TO THE  ) Resolution No. ____________ 
TULARE COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE )  
NO. 352 FOR ZONE CHANGE NO. )  
PZC 18-017 – O’SULLIVAN, PORTERVILLE )  
   
 
 UPON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR      , SECONDED BY 

SUPERVISOR                        , THE FOLLOWING WAS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD 

OF SUPERVISORS, AT AN OFFICIAL MEETING HELD ON MARCH 26, 2019 BY THE 

FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 

 AYES:  
 NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
 ABSENT:  
 
 ATTEST: JASON T. BRITT 

 COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER/ 
 CLERK, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 

 
 BY: _________________________________ 
 Deputy Clerk 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

1. Held a Public Hearing at 9:30 a.m. or shortly thereafter. 
2. Accepted the Categorical Exemption as the appropriate environmental 

determination, consistent with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
and the State CEQA Guidelines, pursuant to Title 14, Cal. Code Regulations 
Section 15061 (b) (3), Class 3, the General Rule. 

3. Adopted an Amendment to Ordinance No. 352, the Tulare County Zoning 
Ordinance, for Change of Zone No. PZC 18-017 to change the zone on 
approximately 2.19 acres from AE-20 (Exclusive Agriculture – 20 acre minimum) 
to “C-3” (Service Commercial), located at 591 West Olive Avenue, approximately 
two miles east of Cotton Center and five miles west of Porterville, consistent with 
Planning Commission’s Recommendation and Findings of Approval for Planning 
Commission Resolution No. 9594. 
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