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AGENDA DATE:  May 7, 2019 

SUBJECT:  Voting Accessibility Advisory Committee. 

  

REQUEST(S):  
That the Board of Supervisors: 

1. Approve the creation of a Voting Accessibility Advisory Committee for the 
County of Tulare. 

2. Approve the Bylaws for the Voting Accessibility Advisory Committee. 

SUMMARY:  
The Tulare County Voting Accessibility Advisory Committee will serve as an 
effective resource for receiving input and providing suggestions on how to 
implement federal and state laws regarding accessibility to the electoral process for 
voters with disabilities. In addition, the Committee will offer suggestions on 
improving access to voting and election materials; web accessibility, poll site 
locations and poll worker training. 

There are two instances where a Voting Accessibility Advisory Committee (VAAC) is 
mandated by law: 

• Federal law Help America Vote Act (HAVA) requires accessible, 
independent, and provide voting for all eligible voters by ensuring: 1) equal 
access to polling places that are accessible to all; and 2) voting systems that 
allow for independent and private voting. 

• State law AB 2686 (Mullin, Ch. 764, Stats. 2016), the County can conduct 
legislative/congressional vacancy elections as long as a local Voting 
Accessibility Advisory Committee and a local Language Accessibility 
Advisory Committee are established and meet annually prior to an all mailed 
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ballot election. These committees must consist of community members 
representing minority groups covered under the federal Voting Rights Act and 
voters with disabilities. 

The responsibility of the Committee may include: 
• Providing recommendations identifying and prioritizing activities, programs, 

and policies to ensure every voter has equal access to the ballot. 
O Offering assistance and suggestions on issues related to voter accessibility 

of elections and election materials. 
• Advising/suggesting possible improvements concerning web accessibility. 
• Providing assistance with poll site locations. 
O Providing improvement suggestions on poll worker training. 
• Offer input and assistance with community outreach planning and activities to 

help the voters. 

The Secretary of State has issued guidelines for the number of members to serve 
on the Committee. Based on the number of registered voters in Tulare County, we 
are required to have a minimum of five (5) members. The Secretary of State 
recommends representatives from the following: 1) people from the disability 
community with a background in accessibility issues; 2) people of differing 
backgrounds, ages, and who speak different languages that are representative of 
the disability community; and 3) people from County government who have an in-
depth understanding of election processes and laws. The Elections office staff will 
serve as the Clerk to the Committee arranging the meetings, providing the agenda, 
recording the minutes and other support as needed. 

The Committee will meet at Government Plaza, 5951 South Mooney Boulevard, 
Visalia on the Fourth Thursday of every other month at 10:00 a.m. with the 
exception of the following months: February, March, April, October, November and 
December during even numbered year elections. 

It is our desire to recruit members and return back to the Board of Supervisors for 
appointment in June 2019, and to conduct the first meeting of the Voting 
Accessibility Advisory Committee in July 2019. 

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING: 
No net County cost. There will be no stipend or mileage reimbursement for 
committee members. 

LINKAGE TO THE COUNTY OF TULARE STRATEGIC BUSINESS PLAN: 
The County of Tulare's five-year strategic plan includes Initiative 3: Quality of Life — 
Promote public health and welfare, educational opportunities, natural resource 
management and continued improvement of environmental quality. The creation of 
the Voter Accessibility Advisory Committee will fulfill this initiative by providing a 
forum for the disability and senior communities to voice their concerns and provide 
advice and opportunities for collaboration and outreach within the community. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE SIGN-OFF: 

tali I 
Michelle Baldwin Baldwin 
Registrar of Voters 

cc: County Administrative Office 

Attachment(s) Tulare County Voting Accessibility Advisory Committee Bylaws 



BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF TULARE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE MATTER OF VOTING ) Resolution No.  
ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE ) Agreement No.  

UPON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR , SECONDED BY 
SUPERVISOR , THE FOLLOWING WAS ADOPTED BY THE 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, AT AN OFFICIAL MEETING HELD  
, BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

AYES: 
NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 

Al I EST: JASON T. BRITT 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER/ 
CLERK, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

BY: 
Deputy Clerk 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

. Approved the creation of a Voting Accessibility Advisory Committee for the County 
of Tulare. 

2. Approved the Bylaws for the Voting Accessibility Advisory Committee. 










