






 

 

 
May 21, 2019 
 
The Honorable Holly Mitchell  
Member, California State Senate 
State Capitol, Room 5050 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE:  Oppose SB 144 
 
Dear Senator Mitchell: 
 
On behalf of the County of Tulare, we write to respectfully inform you of our 
opposition to Senate Bill 144, regarding criminal fees.     
 
SB 144 will lead to major revenue losses to local government agencies. In Tulare 
County alone the Probation Department would average a loss of $320,000 per 
fiscal year should the bill be enacted.  This cost is equivalent to funding 3 full time 
Deputy Probation Officers.  The Tulare County Public Defender would see an 
average loss of $30,000 per fiscal year.   
 
Advocacy groups have argued the costs to collect fees are greater than the fees 
collected, but this statement is inaccurate for Tulare County.  The Tulare County 
Superior Court collects all amounts paid for Public Defender Fees and 
Registration Fees in adult cases.  The Public Defender does not collect but has 
an agreement in place with the Court for minimal costs.   The Tulare County 
Probation Department has a Collections Unit but it still does not cost the 
department more to collect fees.  
 
SB 144 would have a direct negative impact on our County services.    
 
For these reasons, the County of Tulare is in opposition of SB 144. Please 
contact our office should you have any further questions at (559) 636-5000.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Kuyler Crocker, Chairman   Pete Vander Poel, Vice-Chairman 
Tulare County Board of Supervisors  Tulare County Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
Amy Shuklian, District Three  Eddie Valero, District Four 
Tulare County Board of Supervisors  Tulare County Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 

Dennis Townsend, District Five 
Tulare County Board of Supervisors  
 

CC: Tulare County Delegation 
        Paul Yoder, Shaw/Yoder/Antwih, inc. 












