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CONTACT PERSON: Celeste Perez PHONE: (559) 624-7010 
 

  
SUBJECT: Authorize the Chairman to sign a retroactive Letter of Agreement 

between the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the County of Tulare 
regarding Cross Valley Canal boundaries 

  
REQUEST(S):  
 That the Board of Supervisors: 
  

1. Approve a Letter of Agreement with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to review 
and approve the expansion of lands incorporated into the Alpaugh Irrigation 
District, a Cross Valley Canal subcontractor, per Article 33 of our Contract, 
retroactive to April 30, 2019. It was impractical for the Board to take action prior 
to April 30, 2019 as it was not received by County staff until May 6, 2019; 
 

2. Find that the Board had the authority to enter into the Letter of Agreement as 
of April 30, 2019 and that it was in the County’s best interest to enter into the 
agreement on that date;  
 

3. Authorize the Chairman to sign the Letter of Agreement. 
  

SUMMARY: 
 On November 10, 1975, the County of Tulare entered into a contract between the 

United States, the State of California, and the County of Tulare, providing for water 
service from the Central Valley Project (Contract). The original contract expired on 
December 31, 1995, and has been extended through a series of interim renewal 
agreements, most recently Bureau of Reclamation Interim Renewal Contract No. 14-
06-200-8293A-IR17 (IR17). IR17 extended the original terms of the agreement 
through February 29, 2020.  The purpose of the Contract is to allow the County to 
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receive Central Valley Project (CVP) water, in its role as Cross Valley Canal (CVC) 
Contractor, on behalf of County subcontractors. The County is a pass-through agency 
for these subcontractors.  
 
Alpaugh Irrigation District (AID) has been a subcontractor of the County since 1979. 
In March of 2017, AID was successful in annexing 1,774 acres into its boundaries. 
Under article 33 of the Contract, changes in a CVP Contractor’s boundaries must 
receive written consent from the Bureau of Reclamation. The changes to AID’s 
boundaries will effectively change the County’s CVP boundaries. The Bureau has 
expressed an intention to approve the Alpaugh boundary change for CVP purposes, 
provided the County pay for an analysis and approval by the Bureau’s review team. 
The review team analysis will determine whether the annexation is likely to (1) result 
in the use of project water contrary to the terms of the Contract; (2) impair the ability 
of the County to pay for the project water furnished under the Contract or to pay for 
any Federally-constructed facilities for which the County is responsible; and (3) have 
an impact on any proper water rights applications, permits or licenses. 
 
Pursuant to the County’s contract with AID, AID is responsible for covering its costs 
to the County, including administrative costs and costs incurred to comply with the 
master Contract.  
 
The terms of the approval and analysis are outlined in a Letter of Agreement (LOA) 
19-LC-20-2547, which includes a request for a $10,000 deposit. Upon approval by 
the Board, Resource Management Agency staff (RMA) will invoice AID for the deposit 
amount. Once the deposit amount is received the RMA Director will send the LOA 
and submit the funds to the Bureau.  
 
The Letter of Agreement is retroactive due to the Letter containing the provision that 
its effective date is April 30, 2019. However, the Letter of Agreement was not received 
by RMA until after April 30, 2019. 

  
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING: 
 There is No Net County Cost to the General Fund.  

 
All expenses for administration of the CVC contract incurred by County staff and 
consultants, are recouped through the billing of the water and operations charges to 
the subcontractors.  

  
LINKAGE TO THE COUNTY OF TULARE STRATEGIC BUSINESS PLAN: 
 Economic well-being. Water supplies are essential to the economic well-being of the 

County. The approval of this agreement will promote economic development 
opportunities in the County. 
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF TULARE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
IN THE MATTER OF AUTHORIZE THE ) Resolution No. _____________ 
CHAIRMAN TO SIGN A RETROACTIVE ) Agreement No. _____________ 
LETTER OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE )  
U.S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION AND )  
THE COUNTY OF TULARE REGARDING )  
CROSS VALLEY CANAL BOUNDARIES )  

 
 
 UPON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR  , SECONDED BY 

SUPERVISOR  , THE FOLLOWING WAS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF 

SUPERVISORS, AT AN OFFICIAL MEETING HELD JULY 9, 2019, BY THE 

FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 

 AYES:  
 NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
 ABSENT:  
 
 ATTEST: JASON T. BRITT 

 COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER/ 
 CLERK, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 
 
 BY: _________________________________ 
 Deputy Clerk 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
1. Approved a Letter of Agreement with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to review 

and approve the expansion of lands incorporated into the Alpaugh Irrigation 
District, a Cross Valley Canal subcontractor, per Article 33 of our Contract, 
retroactive to April 30, 2019. It was impractical for the Board to take action prior 
to April 30, 2019 as it was not received by County staff until May 6, 2019; 
 

2. Found that the Board had the authority to enter into the Letter of Agreement as 
of April 30, 2019 and that it was in the County’s best interest to enter into the 
agreement on that date;  
 

3. Authorized the Chairman to sign the Letter of Agreement 
 

 



 
Attachment “A” 

 
 

Letter of Agreement 19-LC-20-2547 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 







 
Attachment “B” 

 
 

LAFCO Case No. 1529a, AID Annexation 16-01 
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