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CONTACT PERSON: Celeste Perez    PHONE:  (559) 624-7000 
 

  
SUBJECT: Right of Way Transfer Agreement with California High Speed Rail 

Authority 
  

REQUEST(S):  
 That the Board of Supervisors: 
 1. Approve the Right of Way Transfer Agreement with the California High Speed 

Rail Authority for the California High-Speed Rail Project which will allow the 
parties to transfer right-of-way for certain County roads for state high-speed 
rail system purposes and for public use; and  
 

2. Authorize the Chairman to sign the Agreement; and  
 

3. Authorize Resource Management Agency Director authority to approve future 
changes to Exhibit A of the Right of Way Transfer Agreement.  

  
SUMMARY: 
 The California High-Speed Rail Authority (CHSRA) has requested that Tulare County 

enter into a Right of Way Transfer Agreement with the CHSRA to allow the parties to 
transfer right-of-way in accordance with the requirement set forth in the Cooperative 
Agreement (Tulare County Agreement No. 27430) between the County and the 
CHSRA. 
  
The Right of Way Transfer Agreement (Attachment A) summarizes the right-of-way 
transfer process between the CHSRA and the County of Tulare. Summarized below 
are bullet points of the agreement: 
 

• All Facility Work, defined as any road, street, bridge, or grade separation 
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owned and operated by local agency,  shall be performed in accordance with 
the requirement for the Cooperative Agreement, and in the event of any 
inconsistency between the provisions of this Agreement and the Cooperative 
Agreement, the provisions of the Cooperative Agreement shall prevail.  
 

• By this Agreement, the Parties agree and consent to the transfers of right-of-
way, as delineated in Exhibit A attached. The County’s conveyance obligations 
apply only to the extent of its existing property rights as owned by the County 
at the time of execution of this Agreement. 

 
• By this Agreement, the County’s Board of Supervisors authorizes the Director 

of County’s Resource Management Agency, to execute written changes to 
Exhibit A, which is included as part of the agreement, on behalf of County for 
the purpose of reconciling Exhibit A, without an amendment to this agreement. 

 
• The County will accept control and maintenance of County Roads as agreed 

to in the yet to be executed Ownership and Maintenance Agreement. The 
county will accept title to the portions of such County Roads or other County-
owned facilities lying outside the Authority’s right-of-way limits, upon transfer 
by the Authority. 

 
The time frame, or Period of Performance, of Right of Way Transfer Agreement will 
be for the duration of the California High-Speed Rail (HSR) Construction Project (CP) 
segment 2-3 and all requirements set forth in the Cooperative Agreement have been 
fulfilled. 
 
Project Background 
The Fresno-Bakersfield segment of the HSR project is approximately 118 miles long 
and includes an approximately 23-mile stretch that transects a southwestern portion 
of Tulare County. The alignment generally enters Tulare County from the north, 
southeast of the City of Corcoran, then heads southeasterly toward the City of Wasco, 
exiting Tulare County west of Road 80. 
 
Tulare County has entered into a series of agreements with CHSRA for 
reimbursement of costs associated with the Project. These agreements include: 
Master Agreement, Cooperative Agreement, Utility Agreement #1, Sub-Utility 
Agreements 1.01-1.09, Sub-Utility Agreement 1.10, and Sub Utility Agreements 2.01-
2.05. In addition, a draft Ownership and Maintenance (O&M) Agreement is currently 
in the process of being reviewed by Tulare County and is anticipated to be submitted 
to the Board of Supervisors for approval later this year. Once approved, the O&M  
Agreement will establish each parties’ roles and responsibility with regards to post-
construction, modification, use, ownership, and maintenance of the grade separation 
crossings mention below. 
 
As part of the HSR project, approximately 12.5 miles of County roadway 
improvements were identified by Resource Management Agency staff.  In addition, 





BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF TULARE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE MATTER OF RIGHT OF WAY ) Resolution No. ____________ 
TRANSFER AGREEMENT WITH  ) Agreement No. ____________ 
CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL )  
AUTHORITY )  

UPON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR , SECONDED BY 

SUPERVISOR , THE FOLLOWING WAS ADOPTED BY THE 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, AT AN OFFICIAL MEETING HELD JULY 23, 2019, BY 

THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

AYES: 
NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 
 ABSENT: 

ATTEST: JASON T. BRITT 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER/ 
CLERK, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

BY: _________________________________ 
Deputy Clerk 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

1. Approved the Right of Way Transfer Agreement with the California High Speed
Rail Authority for the California High-Speed Rail Project which will allow the parties
to transfer right-of-way for certain County roads for state high-speed rail system
purposes and for public use; and

2. Authorized the Chairman to sign the Agreement; and

3. Authorized Resource Management Agency Director authority to approve future
changes to Exhibit A of the Right of Way Transfer Agreement.
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