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SUBJECT: Adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration, and Mitigation Monitoring 

and Reporting Program, for the Mineral King Bridge Project 
  

REQUEST(S):  
 That the Board of Supervisors: 

 
 1. Certify the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Mineral King Bridge Project 

near Three Rivers (State Clearinghouse #2016121028) as complete and in 
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the 
State CEQA Guidelines; and 

2. Find that the Project is accurately described in the Mitigated Negative 
Declaration; and 

3. Approve the Project as described in the Mitigated Negative Declaration; and 
4. Find that significant impacts could result from the Project, but are mitigated to 

a level that is less than significant by Project features or deliberate mitigation 
measures; and 

5. Approve and adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration, including the 
accompanying Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program; and  

6. Authorize the Environmental Assessment Officer, or designee, to sign and file 
the Notice of Determination with the County Clerk. 

  
SUMMARY: 
 As required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the County of Tulare, 

acting as the lead agency for the Mineral King Bridge (Historic Oak Grove Bridge) 
Rehabilitation/Retrofit Project, must certify and adopt the Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (MND) prior to proceeding with the project. 
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One of the key initial tasks for the project team involved development of a Project 
Scoping Study (PSS) used to identify deficiencies with the existing bridge. The PSS 
included a load rating analysis, seismic evaluation, field investigations and exploratory 
work, materials testing, and research of adjacent structures or potential impacts. Nine 
(9) bridge alternatives were initially developed in the PSS. The project design team, 
in conjunction with Caltrans Structures Local Assistance, eliminated several 
alternatives, resulting in a total of three (3) feasible project alternatives which included 
the following: 
 

• Alternative 1 – Rehabilitation/Retrofit of the Existing Open Spandrel Arch 
Bridge 
 

• Alternative 2B – Replace with a New Girder Bridge Located Upstream while 
Preserving the Existing Bridge 

 
• Alternative 3 – Hybrid Rehabilitation/Replacement of the Existing Bridge 

 
The County, in cooperation with Caltrans, concluded that of three feasible 
alternatives, only Alternative 1 (Rehabilitation/Retrofit) resulted in No Effect under 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act under NEPA. The State Historic 
Perseveration Office (SHPO) concurred with the Finding of No Effect and the County 
was therefore required to proceed with the Alternative 1.  
 
Located approximately 6.5 miles east of State Route 198, east of the community of 
Three Rivers, the existing structure (constructed in 1923) is eligible for federal funding 
due to deficiencies found in existing bridge structural members including the deck and 
spandrel columns. The rehabilitation project will require replacement of all structurally 
deficient members while ensuring the project will have no effect on the historical 
function and significance of the bridge [which is listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP)]. Also located approximately 18 miles from Mineral King 
Valley (located in Sequoia National Park), this bridge primarily serves recreational 
and forestry vehicles. Due to the lack of an available detour and to accommodate 
traffic during construction of the rehabilitation/retrofit, it is anticipated that a temporary 
one-lane bridge will be constructed downstream of the existing bridge.  
 
As part of the engineering design stage of the bridge rehabilitation/retrofit project, an 
Initial Study was conducted in conformance with CEQA Guidelines. The Initial Study 
determined that the proposed project may have a potentially significant effect on the 
environment. Therefore, mitigation measures and project design features have been 
developed to reduce the impacts of the project on the environment to levels of 
insignificance consistent with CEQA Guidelines. An MND has been prepared to 
summarize the potential impacts of the project and the mitigation measures that will 
be incorporated into the project. Mitigation measures incorporated specifically to 
address any potential impacts on the historical and cultural significance of the bridge 
include: 
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• Existing bridge will be rehabilitated/retrofitted to current safety standards while 
maintaining its overall aesthetic appearance 

• Rehabilitation/Retrofit involves replacing the existing bridge deck, spandrel 
columns, arch fins, transverse deck beams, longitudinal exterior beams over 
the main arch span, barrier rail and repairing carbonated concrete at pier 
spandrel columns and arches. All work will be completed to closely match the 
look and feel of the existing structure 

• No additional permanent structures will be constructed in the area 
• Alternative 1 retains the historic and aesthetic properties that have led to the 

structure becoming NRHP-eligible and will lead to optimum preservation of the 
existing structure’s historical significance 

 
The MND concludes that none of the environmental resources contained in the CEQA 
Guidelines would be impacted to a level that is considered potentially significant.  
 
The Draft and Final MND was prepared by Tulare County RMA’s Economic 
Development and Planning Branch. Your Board is being asked to certify that this 
document complies, and is in conformance, with the requirements of CEQA and to 
adopt the MND including an accompanying Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Program (MMRP) (Attachment C).   
 
The MND was circulated to interested parties and agencies for their comments for a 
30-day public review period beginning on January 25, 2019, and closing on February 
25, 2019. Comments from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Attachment 
F) and the San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District (Attachment G) 
were received within the 30-day public review period. In accordance with CEQA § 
21091(d), with the exception of Environmental Impact Reports, responses to 
comments by reviewing agencies do not need to be submitted to the commenting 
agencies. It should be noted however, that the project mitigation measures in the 
MMRP have been updated pursuant to commenting agency recommendations. 
Resource Management Agency Planning staff have provided a summary of all Final 
MND modifications including updates to the MMRP as previously noted (Attachment 
E).  

 
The project description and impacts are described in the MND. The findings in the 
MND conclude that potential project impacts on the environment would be mitigated 
to a level of insignificance through the inclusion and implementation of adequate 
mitigations as described and contained in the MND and accompanying MMRP. 
 
Staff anticipates Design of the project will be completed by March 2021 followed by 
Construction, which is expected to start by October 2021. 
 

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING: 
 No Net County Cost. 

 
An environmental filing fee of $2,354.75 must be paid to the California Department of 





 

 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF TULARE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
IN THE MATTER OF ADOPT THE  )  
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION, ) Resolution No. ____________ 
AND  MITIGATION MONITORING AND )  
REPORTING PROGRAM, FOR THE  )  
MINERAL KING BRIDGE PROJECT )  

 
 UPON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR      , SECONDED BY 

SUPERVISOR     , THE FOLLOWING WAS ADOPTED BY THE 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, AT AN OFFICIAL MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 17, 2019, 

BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 

 AYES:  
 NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
 ABSENT:  
 
 ATTEST: JASON T. BRITT 

 COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER/ 
 CLERK, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 

 
 BY: _________________________________ 
 Deputy Clerk 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

 
1. Certified the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Mineral King Bridge Project 

near Three Rivers (State Clearinghouse #2016121028) as complete and in 
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the State 
CEQA Guidelines; and 

2. Found that the Project is accurately described in the Mitigated Negative 
Declaration; and 

3. Approved the Project as described in the Mitigated Negative Declaration; and 
4. Found that significant impacts could result from the Project, but are mitigated to a 

level that is less than significant by Project features or deliberate mitigation 
measures; and 

5. Approved and adopted the Mitigated Negative Declaration, including the 
accompanying Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program; and 

6. Authorized the Environmental Assessment Officer, or designee, to sign and file the 
Notice of Determination with the County Clerk. 
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Attachment B 
Mitigated Negative 

Declaration with MMRP 
(On File w/BOS Clerk) 
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Mitigation Monitoring 

and Reporting Program 
(MMRP Table Only)
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Mitigation Monitoring Reporting Program 

Mitigation Measure 
Monitoring Timing / 

Frequency 

Action Indicating 

Compliance 

Monitoring 

Agency 

Verification of Compliance 

Initials Date Remarks 

Aesthetics 
VIA 1.1 (Staging Areas) Staging areas would be located 

away from the public view where feasible. 

These areas would be fenced to reduce 

visibility, and would be kept clean and orderly 

Prior to start 

construction-related 

activities. 

On-going monitoring 

by construction 

manager and 

reporting to County. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

VIA 1.2 (Vegetation) Vegetation removal would be 

minimized to the extent feasible. Vegetated 

areas temporarily disturbed by the project 

would be restored following project 

construction using a context sensitive design 

that is visually compatible with the surrounding 

landscape. 

Prior to start and during 

construction-related 

activities. 

On-going monitoring 

by construction 

manager and 

reporting to County. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

VIA 1.3 (Hardscape) Barriers, fencing, and other 

hardscape elements would be designed using 

materials and aesthetic treatments that are 

compatible with the existing bridge features 

and surrounding landscape features. 

Prior to start and during 

construction-related 

activities. 

On-going monitoring 

by construction 

manager and 

reporting to County. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

Biological Resources 

Natural Communities 
BIO 4.1 (Avoidance/Minimization) Removal of oak 

trees shall be avoided, if feasible. If avoidance 

is feasible, protective fencing shall be installed 

beyond the dripline of the tree(s) during 

construction to prevent construction staff or 

equipment from entering this area. 

Prior to start and during 

construction-related 

activities. 

On-going monitoring 

by construction 

manager and 

reporting to County. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

BIO 4.2 (Replacement) Native oak trees measuring six 

inches in diameter at breast height or greater 

and requiring removal, shall be replaced onsite 

at a minimum 3:1 ratio. 

Post construction. Coordination 

between construction 

manager and County. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

Plant Species 

BIO 4.3 (Pre-construction Survey) Prior to 

construction, a qualified botanist shall conduct 

plant surveys within the construction area. 

Surveys would be conducted during the 

appropriate blooming period for species with 

potential to be in the project area, to the extent 

feasible. If special-status plant species are 

Prior to construction-

related activities. 
Retention of qualified 

botanist during 

appropriate blooming 

period of species; 

development of 

avoidance measures. 

 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation Measure 
Monitoring Timing / 

Frequency 

Action Indicating 

Compliance 

Monitoring 

Agency 

Verification of Compliance 

Initials Date Remarks 

found during surveys, avoidance measures 

would be developed and implemented based on 

recommendations from the qualified botanist. If 

surveys cannot be conducted within the 

appropriate blooming period, if presence of 

species cannot be ruled out for any other 

reason, or if species present cannot be avoided, 

appropriate mitigation would be developed and 

implemented. 

BIO 4.4 (Restoration/Revegetation) If it is determined 

that special-status plants would be impacted as 

a result of the project, an on-site or off-site 

restoration plan will be prepared by a qualified 

botanist. The plan will include, at a minimum, 

the following: receiver locations; number of 

plants to be replanted and the methods of 

replanting; maintenance and monitoring 

requirements; and measures necessary for the 

establishment of self-sustaining populations in 

suitable open space areas to ensure the long-

term survivability of the species in the vicinity. 

The restoration plan will be implemented prior 

to the completion of the project. 

Following completion of 

construction-related 

activities. 

Ongoing monitoring 

by County until 

revegetated plants are 

established. 

Restoration plan will 

be prepared by a 

qualified botanist 

prior to construction. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

Invertebrates 

BIO 4.5 (Minimization) Vegetation removal and 

excavation shall be reduced to the extent 

feasible. 

Prior to construction. Monitored by 

construction 

manager; oversight 

by County. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

BIO 4.6 (Pre-construction Survey) Within 48 hours of 

construction, a qualified biologist shall survey 

the construction area to confirm the 

presence/absence of bumble bee nests and other 

invertebrates. 

During construction-

related activities. 

Monitored by 

qualified biologist. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

BIO 4.7 (Buffer Area/Relocation) If a nest is identified 

within the BSA, all efforts shall be taken to 

avoid the nest, and an appropriate buffer would 

be installed as determined by a qualified 

During construction-

related activities.. 

Monitored by 

qualified biologist; 

oversight by County. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   



 

Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration  April 2019 

6-TUL-Mineral King Road, Bridge No. 46C-0196 Page 75 

Federal Project Number: HBP 5946 (106) 

Mitigation Monitoring Reporting Program 

Mitigation Measure 
Monitoring Timing / 

Frequency 

Action Indicating 

Compliance 

Monitoring 

Agency 

Verification of Compliance 

Initials Date Remarks 

biologist. If avoidance cannot be accomplished, 

the nest would be safely relocated by a 

qualified biologist. 
BIO 4.8 (Minimization) Pesticide/insecticide shall not 

be used as part of the project. 

Self-explanatory. Oversight by County. County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

BIO 4.9 (Restoration/Revegetation) Areas temporarily 

impacted during construction shall be restored 

using native species, including one or more of 

the food plant genera for the Crotch bumble 

bee (Antirrhinum sp., Phacelia sp., Clarkia sp., 

Dendromecon sp., Eschscholzia sp., and 

Eriogonum sp.) if appropriate for the region. 

Upon completion of 

construction-related 

activities.  

Monitored by 

qualified biologist; 

oversight by County. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

Amphibians 

BIO 4.10 (Minimization) Vegetation removal and 

excavation shall be reduced to the extent 

feasible. 

Prior to construction-

related activities. 

Monitored by 

construction 

manager; oversight 

by County. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

BIO 4.11 (Pre-construction Survey) Within 48 hours of 

construction, a qualified biologist shall survey 

the construction area to confirm the 

presence/absence of amphibians. 

During construction-

related activities. 

Monitored by 

qualified biologist; 

oversight by County. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

BIO 4.12 (Buffer Area/Relocation) If any amphibians 

are identified within the BSA, all efforts, to the 

extent feasible, shall be taken to avoid the 

individual, and an appropriate buffer would be 

installed as determined by a qualified biologist. 

If avoidance cannot be accomplished, the 

individual shall be safely relocated by a 

qualified biologist. 

Prior to and during 

construction-related 

activities. 

Monitored by 

qualified biologist; 

oversight by County. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

BIO 4.13 (Minimization) Pesticide/insecticide shall not 

be used as part of the project. 

Self-explanatory. Oversight by County. County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

Reptiles 
BIO 4.14 (Avoidance) Vegetation removal and 

excavation shall be reduced to the extent 

feasible. 

Prior to construction-

related activities. 

Monitored by 

construction 

manager; oversight 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation Measure 
Monitoring Timing / 

Frequency 

Action Indicating 

Compliance 

Monitoring 

Agency 

Verification of Compliance 

Initials Date Remarks 

by County. 
BIO 4.15 (Pre-construction Survey/Removal) Pre-

construction surveys for reptiles shall be 

conducted by a qualified biologist in the upland 

portions of the construction area no more than 

48 hours prior to construction. Surveys shall be 

repeated if construction activities are 

suspended for five days or more. If these 

species, or other reptiles, are observed within 

the construction area, a qualified biologist shall 

capture and relocate them to suitable habitat at 

least 100 feet outside of the construction area. 

Prior to construction-

related activities. 

Monitored by 

qualified biologist 

and construction 

manager; oversight 

by County. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

BIO 4.16 (Restoration/Revegetation) Temporarily 

disturbed areas shall be restored following 

construction. 

Upon completion of 

construction-related 

activities. 

Monitored by 

qualified biologist 

and construction 

manager; oversight 

by County. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

Birds 
BIO 4.17 (Minimization) Construction in areas that 

include trees, vegetation, and structures that 

may provide nesting habitats for birds and 

raptors shall be reduced to the maximum extent 

feasible. 

Prior to initiation of 

construction. 

Monitoring by 

qualified biologist 

and construction 

manager. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

BIO 4.18 (Minimization) Trimming and removal of 

vegetation and trees shall be minimized and 

performed outside of the nesting season 

(February 1 to September 30), to the extent 

feasible. 

Self-explanatory. Monitoring by 

construction 

manager; oversight 

by County. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

BIO 4.19 (Pre-construction Survey) In the event that 

trimming or removal of vegetation and trees 

must be conducted during the nesting season, 

nesting bird surveys shall be completed within 

500 feet of the construction area by a qualified 

biologist no more than 48 hours prior to 

trimming or clearing activities to determine if 

nesting birds are within the affected vegetation. 

Nesting bird surveys shall be repeated if 

Prior to initiation 

trimming or tree 

removal. 

Monitoring by 

qualified biologist 

and construction 

manager. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation Measure 
Monitoring Timing / 

Frequency 

Action Indicating 

Compliance 

Monitoring 

Agency 

Verification of Compliance 

Initials Date Remarks 

trimming or removal activities are suspended 

for five days or more. 

BIO 4.20 (Buffer Area) If nesting birds are found within 

500 feet of the construction area, appropriate 

buffers consisting of orange flagging/fencing or 

similar (typically 300 feet for birds and 500 

feet for raptors) shall be installed and 

maintained until nesting activity has ended, as 

determined in coordination with the project 

biologist and regulatory agencies, as 

appropriate. 

Prior to and during 

construction-related 

activities. 

Monitoring by 

qualified biologist 

and construction 

manager. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

BIO 4.21 (Removal/Monitoring) Prior to construction, 

any inactive swallow nests and other nests shall 

be removed under supervision of a qualified 

biologist during the non-breeding season 

(October 1 to January 31). The inactive nests 

shall also be checked for bats prior to removal. 

During the nesting season (February 1 to 

September 30), the BSA shall be monitored as 

necessary to ensure that no new nests are built, 

and any partially-built nests shall be removed 

from the bridge during construction to prevent 

swallows from nesting on the bridge structure. 

Monitoring and nesting deterrence would 

continue until birds no longer attempt to nest. 

Prior to construction-

related activities. 

Monitoring by 

qualified biologist 

and construction. 

Manager. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

BIO 4.22 (Avoidance) In the event that any bird species 

is observed foraging within the construction 

site, it shall be allowed to move away from the 

site prior to initiating any construction 

activities that could result in direct injury or 

disturbance of the individual. 

On-going during 

construction-related 

activities. 

Monitoring by 

construction 

manager. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

BIO 4.23 (Minimization) Construction shall be in 

compliance with San Joaquin Valley Air 

Pollution Control District Regulation VIII 

(Fugitive PM10 Prohibition), which requires a 

number of measures to control fugitive dust 

during construction activities. 

On-going. Monitoring by 

construction 

manager. 

Valley Air 

District and 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department. 
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Action Indicating 
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Agency 

Verification of Compliance 

Initials Date Remarks 

Mammals 
BIO 4.24 (Avoidance) To avoid potential impacts to 

maternity bat roosts, where feasible, tree and 

structure removal shall be conducted outside of 

the period between April 1 and September 30 

(general maternity bat roost season), the time 

frame within which colony-nesting bats 

generally assemble, give birth, nurse their 

young, and ultimately disperse.. If pre-

construction and focused surveys (see 

Mitigation Measure BIO 4.25) indicate the 

presence of bat roosts and tree and structure 

removal is to be conducted within the bat 

roosting period, a Bat Eviction Plan will be 

prepared and written approval given by CDFW 

prior to start of tree removal and construction 

activities. 

Prior to construction-

related activities. 
Monitoring by 

qualified biologist; 

removal by 

construction 

manager. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department 

   

BIO 4.25 (Pre-construction and Focused Surveys) A 

habitat assessment for pallid and Townsends’s 

big-eared bat shall be conducted by a qualified 

biologist prior to the start of construction 

activities to determine if the project area or its 

immediate vicinity contains suitable habitat for 

special status bat species. If suitable habitat is 

present a protocol-level survey shall be 

conducted during the appropriate seasonal 

period of bat activity. If during the protocol-

level survey bats are found in the project area a 

Bat Eviction Plan will be prepared and written 

approval given by CDFW prior to start of 

construction activities. If any removal of 

mature trees or structure is to occur between 

April 1 and September 30, then within 30 days 

prior to scheduled removal and/or construction 

activities, a qualified biologist shall conduct a 

thorough bat roosting habitat assessment 

(survey) of all trees and structures to be 

removed or otherwise impacted during 

Prior to construction-

related activities. 
Monitoring by 

qualified biologist 

and removal by 

construction 

manager. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department and 

California Dept. 

of Fish and 

Wildlife, as 

necessary 
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Action Indicating 
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Monitoring 

Agency 

Verification of Compliance 

Initials Date Remarks 

construction. Visual and acoustic surveys shall 

be conducted for at least two nights at all 

identified roosting habitat to assess the 

presence of roosting bats. If presence is 

detected, a count and species analysis shall be 

completed to help assess the type of colony and 

usage. If no bats are observed to be roosting or 

breeding, then no further action would be 

required, and construction could proceed. 

BIO 4.26 (Removal/Relocation) No less than two weeks 

prior to construction, and during the non-

breeding and active season (typically October), 

bats shall be safely evicted from roosts 

impacted by the project under the direction of a 

qualified biologist. Once bats have been safely 

evicted, exclusionary devices shall be installed 

to prevent bats from returning and roosting in 

these areas prior to removal. Roosts that would 

not be impacted by the project shall be left 

undisturbed. 

Prior to construction-

related activities. 
Monitoring by 

qualified biologist 

and eviction by 

construction 

manager. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department and 

California Dept. 

of Fish and 

Wildlife, as 

necessary 

   

BIO 4.27 (Avoidance/Removal) If the presence or 

absence of bats cannot be confirmed in 

potential roosting habitat, a qualified biologist 

shall be onsite during removal or disturbance of 

this area. If the biologist determines that bats 

are being disturbed during this work, work 

shall be suspended until bats have left the 

vicinity on their own, or can be safely excluded 

under direction of the biologist. Work shall 

resume only once all bats have left the site 

and/or approval to resume work is given by a 

qualified biologist. 

During construction-

related activities. 
Monitoring by 

qualified biologist 

and removal by 

construction 

manager. 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department and 

California Dept. 

of Fish and 

Wildlife, as 

necessary 

   

BIO 4.28 (Buffer Area) In the event that a maternal 

colony of bats is found, no work shall be 

conducted within 100 feet of the maternal 

roosting site until the maternal season is 

finished or the bats have left the site, or as 

otherwise directed by a qualified biologist. The 

Prior to and during 

construction-related 

activities. 

Verification by 

County of Tulare. 
U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service 

U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers 

California Dept. 

of Fish and 
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site shall be designated as a sensitive area and 

protected as such until the bats have left the 

site. No activities shall be authorized adjacent 

to the roosting site. Combustion equipment, 

such as generators, pumps, and vehicles, shall 

not be parked nor operated under or adjacent to 

the roosting site. Construction personnel shall 

not be authorized to enter areas beneath the 

colony, especially during the evening exodus 

(typically between 15 minutes prior to sunset 

and one hour following sunset). 

Wildlife 

Central Valley 

Regional Water 

Quality Control 

Board 

Riparian Habitat 

BIO 4.29 Minimization) Work areas would be reduced to 

the maximum extent feasible, and staging areas 

shall be located away from the river. 

Prior to and during 

construction-related 

activities. 

Verification by 

County of Tulare. 
California Dept. 

of Fish and 

Wildlife 

and/or 

Central Valley 

Regional Water 

Quality Control 

Board 

   

BIO 4.30 (Best Management Practices) Best 

management practices (BMP), such as silt 

fencing, fiber rolls, straw bales, or other 

measures would be implemented during 

construction to minimize dust, dirt, and 

construction debris from entering the river 

and/or leaving the construction area. 

Construction shall be in compliance with San 

Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District 

Regulation VIII (Fugitive PM10 Prohibitions), 

which requires a number of measures to control 

fugitive dust during construction-related 

activities.  

Prior to and during 

construction-related 

activities. 

Verification by 

County of Tulare. 
California Dept. 

of Fish and 

Wildlife 

and/or 

Central Valley 

Regional Water 

Quality Control 

Board 

   

BIO 4.31 (Best Management Practices) Appropriate 

hazardous material BMPs would be 

implemented to reduce the potential for 

chemical spills or contaminant releases into the 

Prior to and during 

construction-related 

activities. 

Verification by 

County of Tulare. 

 

California Dept. 

of Fish and 

Wildlife 

and/or 
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river, including any non-stormwater discharge.  Central Valley 

Regional Water 

Quality Control 

Board 
BIO 4.32 (Best Management Practices) All equipment 

refueling and maintenance would be conducted 

in the staging area away from the river. In 

addition, vehicles and equipment would be 

checked daily for fluid and fuel leaks, and drip 

pans would be placed under all equipment that 

is parked and not in operation. 

Prior to and during 

construction-related 

activities. 

Verification by 

County of Tulare. 

 

California Dept. 

of Fish and 

Wildlife 

and/or 

Central Valley 

Regional Water 

Quality Control 

Board 

   

BIO 4.33 (Restoration/Revegetation) Temporarily 

disturbed areas would be re-contoured and 

revegetated using native species. Any 

revegetation or erosion control implemented 

shall be completed using non-invasive species. 

Prior to and during 

construction-related 

activities. 

Verification by 

County of Tulare. 

 

California Dept. 

of Fish and 

Wildlife 

and/or 

Central Valley 

Regional Water 

Quality Control 

Board 

   

All Special Status Species and Natural Communities 
BIO 4.34 (CNDDB Reporting) – Any special status 

species or natural communities identified 

during surveys shall be reported to the 

California Natural Diversity Database 

(CNDDB).  

The types of information to be reported to 

CNNDB can be found online at: 

https://www.wildlife/ca/gov/Data/CNDDB/Pla

nts-and-Animals.  

CNDDB field surveys forms can be found 

online at 

https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Sub

mitting-Data.  

Completed forms can be mailed electronically 

to CNDDB@wildlife.ca.gov. 

Prior to and during 

construction-related 

activities. 

Verification by 

County of Tulare. 

 

County of Tulare 

Planning 

Department and 

California Dept. 

of Fish and 

Wildlife, as 

necessary 

   

https://www.wildlife/ca/gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and-Animals
https://www.wildlife/ca/gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and-Animals
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data
mailto:CNDDB@wildlife.ca.gov
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Initials Date Remarks 

Hydrology / Water Quality 

HYD 9.1 (Best Management Practices) Appropriate 

hazardous material BMPs, including having a 

spill prevention kit on site would be 

implemented to minimize the potential for 

chemical spills or containment releases into the 

Kaweah River, including any non-storm water 

discharge. 

Prior to and during 

construction-related 

activities. 

Verification by 

County of Tulare. 

 

California Dept. 

of Fish and 

Wildlife 

and/or 

Central Valley 

Regional Water 

Quality Control 

Board 

   

HYD 9.2 (Fueling and Maintenance) All equipment 

refueling and maintenance would be conducted 

in the upland staging area away from the canal, 

per standard specifications and regulatory 

permits. In addition, vehicles and equipment 

would be checked daily for fluid and fuel leaks, 

and drip pans would be placed under all 

equipment that is parked and not in operation. 

Prior to and during 

construction-related 

activities. 

Verification by 

County of Tulare. 

 

California Dept. 

of Fish and 

Wildlife 

and/or 

Central Valley 

Regional Water 

Quality Control 

Board 

   

HYD 9.3 (Work Areas) Work areas would be minimized 

to the smallest area feasible. 

Prior to and during 

construction-related 

activities. 

Verification by 

County of Tulare. 

 

California Dept. 

of Fish and 

Wildlife 

and/or 

Central Valley 

Regional Water 

Quality Control 

Board 

   

HYD 9.4 (Staging Areas) Staging areas would be sited 

away from the edges of the river to reduce 

potential for disturbance of, or non-storm water 

discharge to, the Kaweah River. 

Prior to and during 

construction-related 

activities. 

Verification by 

County of Tulare. 

 

California Dept. 

of Fish and 

Wildlife 

and/or 

Central Valley 

Regional Water 

Quality Control 

Board 

   

HYD 9.5 (Best Management Practices) BMPs, 

including silt fencing and fiber rolls, would be 

implemented to minimize dust, dirt, and debris 

resulting from construction activities, and to 

Prior to and during 

construction-related 

activities. 

Verification by 

County of Tulare. 

 

California Dept. 

of Fish and 

Wildlife 

and/or 
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protect the water quality of the Kaweah River 

pursuant to the requirements of the RWQCB 

and project permits. 

Central Valley 

Regional Water 

Quality Control 

Board 

HYD 9.6 (Erosion Control) Following completion of 

construction activities, appropriate erosion 

control measures would be implemented to 

ensure that soils disturbed by construction are 

stabilized, to minimize non-storm water 

discharges into the Kaweah River, and to meet 

the requirements of the RWQCB and project 

permits. 

Prior to and during 

construction-related 

activities. 

Verification by 

County of Tulare. 

 

California Dept. 

of Fish and 

Wildlife 

and/or 

Central Valley 

Regional Water 

Quality Control 

Board 

   

HYD 9.7 (Minimization and Revegetation) All 

disturbance to aquatic habitat, including 

riparian vegetation and jurisdictional waters, 

would be minimized with the use of 

environmentally sensitive area fencing and all 

soil exposed as a result of project construction 

would be revegetated using native-plant 

hydroseeding or live planting methods. 

Restoration would be at a minimum ratio of 

1:1, or as agreed upon as part of regulatory 

permitting. 

Prior to and during 

construction-related 

activities 

Verification by 

County of Tulare 

 

California Dept. 

of Fish and 

Wildlife 

and/or 

Central Valley 

Regional Water 

Quality Control 

Board 
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NOTICE OF DETERMINATION 
 
 
Fee Exempt per Government Code Section 6103 
 
To: ☒ Tulare County Clerk 

Room 105, Courthouse  
 221 South Mooney Blvd. 
 Visalia, CA 93291 
 
 ☐ Office of Planning and Research 

1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
Lead Agency:  Tulare County Resource Management Agency 
  5961 South Mooney Blvd. 
  Visalia, CA  93277 
  (559) 624-7000 
  Attn: hguerra@co.tulare.ca.us 
 
Applicant(s): Tulare County Resource Management Agency 
  5961 South Mooney Blvd.  
  Visalia, CA 93277 
 (559) 624-7000 
 
Subject: Filing of Notice of Determination in Compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public 

Resources Code 
 
Project Title: Mineral King Road Bridge (Historic Oak Grove Bridge, No. 46C0196) Rehabilitation Project 
 
State Clearinghouse Number:  2016121028 
 
Contact Person:  Hector Guerra Telephone Number: 559-624-7121 
 
Project Location: The Project is located on County of Tulare Mountain Road 375A (M375A, or Mineral King Road) over 
the East Fork Kaweah River, approximately 6.5 miles east of the unincorporated community of Three Rivers and State 
Route 198, in Tulare County within Section 15 of Township 17 South, Range 29 East, MDBM. 
 
Project Description: The Project consists of the rehabilitation of the existing reinforced concrete open spandrel arch bridge 
over the East Fork Kaweah River. The purpose of the Project is to provide continuous access at M375A where it crosses 
the East Fork Kaweah River and to rehabilitate a structurally deficient facility while extending the life of the existing bridge 
and ensuring its historical significance is preserved. The Project will provide a long lasting, durable structure designed to 
accommodate a 100-year design storm within the East Fork of the Kaweah River. The Project area extends approximately 
75 feet downstream and 60 feet upstream of the existing Mineral King Road Bridge (bridge), and includes the northern and 
southern approach roadways and encompasses Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 069-390-021 and 069-390-010. In 
addition, three potential staging areas are being considered. The first construction staging area (West Construction Staging 
Area) is located immediately north of Mineral King Road, approximately 1.3 miles west of the existing bridge on APN 069-
080-042 (which is owned by the United States Department of Interior, Bureau of Land Management). The second 
construction staging area (East Construction Staging Area) is located approximately 800 feet northeast of the existing bridge 
on APN 069-390-010 (which is privately owned). The third construction staging area (South Construction Staging Area) is 
located approximately 370 feet northeast of the existing bridge on APN 069-390-010 (which is privately owned). 
 

 

DATE RECEIVED FOR FILING AT TULARE COUNTY CLERK 

mailto:hguerra@co.tulare.ca.us


This is to advise that the TULARE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, as ☒ Lead Agency ☐ Responsible Agency, 
has approved the above-described project on September 17, 2019, and has made the following determinations regarding 
the above-described project: 
 

1. The project [☐ will ☒ will not] have a significant adverse impact on the environment.  
 
2. [☐ A Final Environmental Impact Report, ☒ Mitigated Negative Declaration, ☐ Negative Declaration]  

was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.  
 

3. Mitigation Measures [☒ were ☐ were not] made a condition of approval of this project. 
 

4. A Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan [☒ was ☐ was not] adopted for this project. 
 
5. A Statement of Overriding Considerations [☐ was ☒ was not] adopted for this project. 

 
6. Findings [☒ were ☐ were not] made pursuant to the provision of CEQA. 

 
This is to certify that the environmental document and record of project approval is available to the General Public and may 
be examined at: Tulare County Resource Management Agency, 5961 S Mooney Blvd., Visalia CA 93277. 
 
 
 
By:   Date:   

 Hector Guerra, Chief Environmental Planner   
 
 
 
By:   Date:   

 Reed Schenke, P.E, Director and Environmental Assessment Officer 
 
 
☒ Signed by Lead Agency 
☐ Signed by Applicant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc: California. Dept. of Fish & Game, 1416 Ninth St., 12th Floor, Sacramento, CA 95814 
Note: Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resource Code; Reference: Sections 21108, 21152 and 21167, Public Resource Code. 
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Summary of MND 
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 RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
  

 5961 SOUTH  MOONEY BLVD     

 VISALIA,   CA   93277 Aaron R. Bock  Economic Development and Planning 

 PHONE   (559)   624-7000 Reed Schenke  Public Works   

 FAX   (559)   730-2653 Sherman Dix  Fiscal Services  
    

REED SCHENKE, DIRECTOR  MICHAEL WASHAM, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR  
 

INTRAOFFICE MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: March 12, 2019 

 

TO:  Jason Vivian, Engineer IV 

 

FROM: Jessica Willis, Planner IV 

 

SUBJECT: Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Mineral King Road Bridge (Historic Oak 

Grove Bridge) Rehabilitation/Retrofit Project 

 

 

The Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Road M348 South Fork Kaweah River 

Bridge Replacement Project includes the following modifications: 

 

1) The date on the cover page and in the document footers has been changed from “January 

2019” to “April 2019”. 

 

2) The Mitigation Measures for Biological Resources have been updated pursuant to the 

recommendations provided by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW).  

a. To minimize the occurrence of changes in pagination within the MND, the Mitigation 

Measures included in the impact discussion of Checklist Item 4. Biological Resources 

were left unchanged. However, Mitigation Measures were modified and/or added in 

the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP). 

b. Mitigation Measure BIO 4.25 was modified pursuant to CDFW Recommended 

Mitigation Measure 1 (Focused Bat Surveys).  

c. Mitigation Measure BIO 4.24 was modified pursuant to CDFW Recommended 

Mitigation Measure 2 (Bat Avoidance) and Recommended Mitigation Measure 3 

(Consultation). 

d. Mitigation Measure BIO 4.34 was added pursuant to CDFW comment regarding 

environmental data. 

 

3) With the exception of No. 1 and No. 2 above, no other textual changes were made to the 

MND. 
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Comments
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