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CONTACT PERSON: Celeste Perez    PHONE:  559-624-7010 
 

  
SUBJECT: Approve an Agreement with California Conservation Holdings, LLC.  
  

REQUEST(S):  
 That the Board of Supervisors: 
 1. Approve an Agreement in the amount of $5,000 with California Conservation 

Holdings, LLC. for the purchase of Water Conservation Credits, required by the 
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board, for the Avenue 392 Over 
Sand Creek Bridge Project (Cutler/Orosi), in perpetuity; and 

2. Authorize the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors to sign the Agreement on 
behalf of the County of Tulare. 

  
SUMMARY: 
 The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) proposes to fund the County 

of Tulare’s efforts to replace an existing two-lane bridge located on Avenue 392, 
crossing Sand Creek. The purpose of the project is to provide continuous access at 
Avenue 392 where it crosses Sand Creek, replace an obsolete facility to reduce 
maintenance and repair costs, and provide a permanent durable structure designed 
to accommodate a 50-year design storm within Sand Creek. 
 
Tulare County has applied for a Section 401 Certification from the Central Valley 
Regional Water Quality Control Board for the Avenue 392 Over Sand Creek Bridge 
Project. The current bridge is antiquated and needs replacement and a Section 401 
Certification must be secured prior to construction. Due to the Central Valley 
Regional Water Quality Control Board’s policy of “Zero Net Loss” for permanent 
impacts to a water body, 0.03 acres of water conservation credits must be 
purchased.  
 



SUBJECT: 
DATE: 

Approve an Agreement with California Conservation Holdings, LLC. 
October 8, 2019 

 

  

The water conservation credits offered by California Conservation Holding, LLC., 
meeting the requirements, have been approved by Debra Mahnke, Water Resource 
Control Engineer at the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board. 
 
To qualify for a Section 401 Certification, water conservation credits for the Avenue 
392 Over Sand Creek Bridge Project, must meet the following: 
(1) The Bank must be within 75 miles of the Project, 
(2) The Bank must be a form of water conservation, and  
(3) The Bank must be approved by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
Two previously used conservation credit vendors were contacted:  
 

1. Sequoia Riverlands Trust 
2. California Conservation Holdings, LLC. 

 
While Sequoia Riverlands Trust met conditions 1 and 2 from above, they did not 
have a conservation Bank within 75 miles of the Project. California Conservation 
Holdings, LLC. met all three conditions and was therefore selected. 
 
County Counsel has reviewed the Sale of Conservation Credit Agreement and has 
approved to its form on July 11, 2019. 

  
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING: 
 No Net County Cost.  

 
It is anticipated the Highway Bridge Program will fund this Agreement (including all 
phases of the project) at a 100% reimbursement ratio with the use of “toll credits” 
(no local match required).  
 
Payment will be made using County Road Funds, but will be fully reimbursed by 
Federal Highway Bridge Program funds.   

  
LINKAGE TO THE COUNTY OF TULARE STRATEGIC BUSINESS PLAN: 
 The proposed purchase of the water conservation credits will allow the Public 

Works department to proceed with the Avenue 392 Over Sand Creek Bridge Project 
to replace degraded County infrastructure while preserving its water resources.  

  
 





 

  

BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF TULARE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
IN THE MATTER OF APPROVE AN AGREEMENT                     ) Resolution No. __________ 
WITH CALIFORNIA CONSERVATION HOLDINGS, ) Agreement No. __________ 
LLC. )  
 
 
 UPON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR      , SECONDED BY 

SUPERVISOR     , THE FOLLOWING WAS ADOPTED BY THE 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, AT AN OFFICIAL MEETING HELD OCTOBER 8, 2019, 

BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 AYES:  
 NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
 ABSENT:  
 
 ATTEST: JASON T. BRITT 

 COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER/ 
 CLERK, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 

 
 BY: _________________________________ 
 Deputy Clerk 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

1. Approved an Agreement in the amount of $5,000 with California Conservation 
Holdings, LLC. for the purchase of Water Conservation Credits, required by the 
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board, for the Avenue 392 Over 
Sand Creek Bridge Project (Cutler/Orosi), in perpetuity; and 

2. Authorized the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors to sign the Agreement on 
behalf of the County of Tulare. 



 
Attachment “A” 

 
 

Agreement for Sale of Conservation Credits 
Great Valley Conservation Bank 

 RWQCB File No. WDID No. 5C54CR00101 
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