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SUBJECT: FY 2019-2020 Williamson Act Subvention Application Report 

  

REQUEST(S):  

 

 That the Board of Supervisors: 

  
Approve the FY 2019-2020 Williamson Act Subvention Application Report. 

  

SUMMARY: 

  
The FY 2019-2020 Williamson Act Subvention Application Report is submitted for Board 
review and approval. 
 

Summary of Williamson Act Subvention Requirements 
 
The California Land Conservation Act of 1965 (Williamson Act) was established to 
preserve agricultural land and open space, and to discourage premature conversion of 
agricultural land to urban uses.  The Act enables local governments to enter into 
contracts with private landowners for the purpose of restricting specific parcels of land 
to agricultural or compatible uses, or related open space uses. In return, landowners 
receive reduced property tax assessments.  
 

The Open Space Subvention Act (OSSA) was enacted on January 1, 1972, to provide 
for the partial reimbursement of local property tax revenue foregone as a result of 
participation in the California Land Conservation (Williamson) Act program. Subvention 
payments to participating Counties are calculated at $5 per acre for prime, and $1 per 
acre for nonprime Williamson Act contracted acreage, and $8 per acre for farmland 
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security   zone   acreage (Government   Code   sections   16142   and 16142.1).   In 
Fiscal Year 2008-09, the state reduced its subvention payments to counties by 10% to 
assist in off-setting the state fiscal crisis (GC section 16142(d)). 

In order to qualify for subvention payments, Counties must submit an Annual 
Subvention Application to the State Department of Conservation (DOC) which indicates 
any changes in acreage under Williamson Act or Farmland Security Zone contracts 
since the previous year.   After review, the DOC certifies the application and the State 
Controller distributes subvention payments to counties on or before June 30th each 
year.  The attached report satisfies this obligation. 

  

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING: 

  
 

 The 2019-2020 Fiscal Year Williamson Act Subvention Application Report indicates that 
Tulare County is eligible for $3,416,056.21 in subvention funds.  This amount was 
reduced by 10% by Government Code section 16142(d), for a revised subvention 
reimbursement of $3,074,450.59 due to Tulare County.  However, $0 in subvention 
payment was received from the state in June 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 
2018 and 2019. Since this amount is less than one half of the foregone revenue, which 
triggers provisions of AB 1265 (former SB 863) as stated in Government Code section 
16142(e) and 16142.1(d).   
 
In FY 2018-2019, the State paid $0 in subvention payments to the County, triggering 
provisions   of Assembly   Bill   1265   (Government   Code   Section   16142(e)   and 
16142.1(d)), adopted by the Tulare County Board of Supervisors on October 25, 2011 
(Res.  No.  2011-0797).  This  legislation  authorizes  participating  counties  to reduce 
by 10% the property  tax break that Williamson  Act land owners  receive  in years  
when  state  subvention  payments  to  the  County  fall  below  one  half  of  the 
County's actual foregone General Fund property tax revenue (Government Code 
Sections 51244(b) and 51244.3). 
 

LINKAGE TO THE COUNTY OF TULARE STRATEGIC BUSINESS PLAN: 

 Quality of Life Initiative. Promote public health and welfare educational opportunities, 
natural resource management and continued improvement of environmental quality. 





 

 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF TULARE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

IN THE MATTER OF FY 2019-2020 )  

WILLIAMSON ACT SUBVENTION ) Resolution No. ____________ 

APPLICATION REPORT   )  
 
 
 UPON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR      , SECONDED BY 

SUPERVISOR     , THE FOLLOWING WAS ADOPTED BY THE 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, AT AN OFFICIAL MEETING HELD DECEMBER 17, 

2019, BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 

 AYES:  
 NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  

 
 ATTEST: JASON T. BRITT 

 COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER/ 
 CLERK, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 

 
 BY: _________________________________ 
 Deputy Clerk 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

 
The Board of Supervisors: 

 
Approved the FY 2019-2020 Williamson Act Subvention Application Report. 
 

 








































