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SUBJECT: Public Hearing for Adoption of Fee Adjustments 

REQUEST(S): 
That the Board of Supervisors: 

with 

1. Conduct a public hearing considering the proposed fee adjustments for 
Tulare County Health & Human Services Agency: Public Guardian, Public 
Health, Health Operations, and Environmental Health Divisions for Fiscal 
Year 2020/2021. 

2. Adopt the fees recommended for the Tulare County Health & Human 
Services Agency: Public Guardian, Public Health, Health Operations, and 
Environmental Health Divisions to cover costs. 

3. Authorize the Tulare County Health & Human Services Agency: Public 
Guardian, Public Health, Health Operations, and Environmental Health 
Divisions to implement the fees beginning July 1, 2020. 

SUMMARY: 
The Health & Human Services Agency (HHSA) performs services for which fees 
may be charged for a reasonable recovery of incurred costs. HHSA reviews its fee 
schedule and calculates proposed fees on the basis of current costs and 
reasonable cost recovery. The Agency's recommended adjustments for Fiscal Year 
2020/2021 do not exceed the reasonable costs of providing the corresponding 
services. 

The requested fee adjustments for Fiscal Year 2020/2021 are for the Public 
Guardian, Public Health, Health Operations, and Environmental Health Divisions. 
The Summary of Proposed Fees for Fiscal Year 2020/2021 is attached to this 



SUBJECT: Public Hearing for Adoption of Fee Adjustments 
DATE: April21,2020 . 

Agenda. 

HHSA has received approval from the Auditor-Controller's office on the cost 
recovery methodology in establishing the proposed fee adjustments (attached to the 
Agenda). 

The public notice for the fee hearing was published in the Visalia Times-Delta on 
April 10, 2020. The second posting appeared in the Visalia Times-Delta on April 
20, 2020. If approved, the adjustment to fees will take effect on July 1, 2020. 

Proposed fee changes are: 

Human Services Branch - Public Guardian Division 

The Public Guardian Division assists individuals as a legally appointed conservator 
and is proposing one (1) fee increase to the Mental Health Representative Payee 
Fee. The one (1) adjusted fees is listed on the attached summary of proposed fees. 

Public Health Branch - Public Health Division 

Immunizations- Travel Clinic 

The Public Health Branch provides elective vaccines to the public at the actual cost 
of the vaccine plus an administrative fee of $22. The actual costs of the vaccines 
can fluctuate often, and to accommodate recent changes, the Public Health Branch 
is requesting to adjust three (3) fees. The vaccine fees are charged to either the 
Health Care plan or the consumer. The three (3) adjusted fees are listed on the 
attached summary of proposed fees. 

Public Health Branch - Health Operations Division 

Public Health Laboratory 

The Public Health Laboratory supports community health surveillance and outbreak 
investigations for various infectious and foodborne pathogens. The Public Health 
Laboratory is requesting to establish two (2) new fees for laboratory procedures. In 
addition, the Public Health Laboratory is proposing to adjust sixty-three (63) fees, 
based on an annual analysis performed by the Tulare County Public Health 
Laboratory. 

The Tulare County Public Health Laboratory is proposing to set fees at 150% of the 
Medicare reimbursement rate. If a fee is not Medicare reimbursable, the fee is set at 
150% of the Medi-Cal reimbursement rate. This methodology has been used 
consistently in establishing the County Health Care Centers fees since 2012.These 
fees do not exceed the reasonable cost of providing the corresponding services. 
The use of Medicare rates is used in other local jurisdictions in the region and is 
being used to revise current fees to align with the Medicare and Medi-Cal fee 
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The two (2) new fees and sixty-three (63) adjusted fees are listed on the attached 
summary of proposed fees. 

County Health Care Centers 

HHSA Health Operations Division is proposing to add twenty-one (21) new clinic 
fees and modify seven (7) to its fee schedule. The Public Health Services Act 
requires that fees be sufficient to cover actual health center costs of operation and 
consistent with locally prevailing rates or charges. 

The Tulare County Health Care Centers establish fees based off a federally 
approved methodology of using 150% of the approved Medicare reimbursement 
rates. If one is not available, the Medi-Cal reimbursement rate is the utilized. This 
methodology has been in place for the Tulare County Health Care Centers since 
2012. These fees do not exceed the reasonable cost of providing the corresponding 
services and do not fully recover the operational costs to provide the services to 

. health care centers' patients. The Tulare County Health Care Centers are required 
to report to the Center for Medicaid Services annually on the operational costs. 

New Fees: 
The twenty-one (21) new fees are listed on the attached summary of proposed fees. 

These codes reflect new medications, dose limits, or modified code numbers that 
are provided at County Clinics and can be billed based on the procedure code 
number. Five (5) out of the twenty-one (21) new fees are for Anthem Health 
Education Services. These services will be provided to all clinic patients at no cost. 
They will, however, be billed to Anthem for the patients who have Anthem as an 
insurance plan. Anthem has provid.ed the reimbursement amount for these services. 

Fee Adjustments: 
The seven (7) adjusted fees are listed on the attached summary of proposed fees. 
These codes reflect fee changes detected during the procedure code review 
process for services provided at County Clinics. Modifying these fees will maintain 
compliance with the established rate-setting methodology. 

Public Health Branch - Environmental Health Division 

The Environmental Health Division acts as the agency responsible for inspection 
and permitting various health permits in accordance with state regulations set forth 
in the California Health and Safety Code. 

The California Health and Safety Code provides for the regulation of health and 
sanitation standards for retail food facilities. Surveillance, the Retail Food Inspection 
Program conducts compliance and enforcement on permanent and non-permanent 
operations that provide food or drinks for human consumption at a retail level. The 
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California Food Code requires any person who operates a food facility to obtain all 
necessary permits by the enforcement agency, Tulare County Environmental 
Health. The food industry and the enforcement agency have a shared responsibility 
for ensuring that food provided to the consumer is safe and does not become a 
cause of a disease outbreak or contribute to the transmission of communicable 
diseases. Inspections are conducted one to three times per year dependent on the 
retail food facility risk type. 

The Enviromental Health Division is proposing to align the Retail Food lnpection 
fees with the inpection process. Inspections are done based on the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) standardized model, which groups food establishments into 
three (3) categories based on potential and inherent food safety risk: Risk 1- Low, 
Risk 2- Moderate, and Risk 3- High. However, the current fee structure is based on 
capacity, and retail facilities are permitted by square footage and restaurants are 
permitted by number of seats. The proposal will align the fees structure with the 
inspection process. 

The Environmental Health Division is proposing twenty-five (25) new fees and two 
(2) fee increases. The twenty-five (25) new fees and two (2) fee increases are listed 
on the attached summary of proposed fees. 

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING: 
The revenue from the proposed fee adjustments will be included in the revenue 
projections for the Fiscal Year 2020/2021 proposed budget. There is no net County 
cost to the General Fund. 

LINKAGE TO THE COUNTY OF TULARE STRATEGIC BUSINESS PLAN: 
The County's five-year strategic plan includes the Quality of Life Initiative to 
promote public health and welfare. The fee adjustments will allow Tulare County 
Health & Human Services Agency to continue to provide valuable services to our 
community members through our regulatory and consultative activities. 

ADMINISTRATIVE SIGN-OFF: 

ls/Robert Stewart 
Robert Stewart 
Director of Fiscal Operations 

cc: County Administrative Office 

Attachment(s) 
Attachment A-Summary of Proposed Fees 
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Attachment B-Notice of Approval - Auditor 
Attachment C-Notice of Hearing 
Attachment 0-Power Point presentation 
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF TULARE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE MATTER OF PUBLIC HEARING 
FOR ADOPTION OF FEE ADJUSTMENTS 

UPON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR 

) 
) Resolution No. ____ _ 
) Agreement No. ____ _ 
) 

SECONDED ------ BY 

SUPERVISOR--------' THE FOLLOWING WAS ADOPTED BY THE 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, AT AN OFFICIAL MEETING HELD ____ _ 

__ , BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

AYES: 
NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 

ATTEST: JASON T. BRITT 

BY: 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER/ 
CLERK, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Deputy Clerk 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

1. Conducted a public hearing considering the proposed fee adjustments for Tulare 
County Health & Human Services Agency Public Guardian, Public Health, Health 
Operations, and Environmental Health Divisions for Fiscal Year 2020/2021. 

2. Adopted the fees recommended for the Tulare County Health & Human Services 
Agency: Public Guardian, Public Health, Health Operations, and Environmental 
Health Divisions to cover costs. 

3. Authorized the Tulare County Health & Human Services Agency Public 
Guardian, Public Health, Health Operations, and Environmental Health Divisions 
to implement the fees beginning July 1, 2020. 
















































































































