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SUBJECT: Approve the acceptance of the Community Sentinel Surveillance 

COVID-19 Allocation 
  

REQUEST(S):  
 That the Board of Supervisors: 

1. Approve the acceptance of funds from the California Department of Public 
Health in the amount not to exceed $125,000, retroactive to March 5, 2020 
through March 15, 2021 for the Community Sentinel Surveillance project to 
support in the response to the COVID-19 crisis. This allocation is retroactive 
due to a delay in receiving the allocation from the State. It was impracticable 
for the Board to take action prior to March 5, 2020, due to the time needed to 
process, prepare, and submit the agenda item. 

 
2. Find that the Board had the authority to accept the funds as of March 5, 2020 

and that it was in the County’s best interest to accept the funding on that 
date. 

 
3. Approve the Capital Asset purchase of an automated Reverse Transcription 

Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) Platform needed to perform essential 
laboratory tests that support the activities of the Community Sentinel 
Surveillance project in an amount not to exceed $100,000. 

  
SUMMARY: 
 On March 6th, the United States President signed the Coronavirus Preparedness 

and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020. This act provides funding 
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to prevent, prepare for, 
and respond to Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19).  California received 
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$41,206,709 with 70% of the funds going to local jurisdictions. The California 
Department of Public Health allocated $125,000 of these funds to Tulare County 
Public Health Branch for support of the Community Sentinel Surveillance project.  
 
COVID-19 community surveillance occurs through testing, in order to rapidly identify 
individual cases and potential disease outbreaks. The Tulare County Public Health 
Branch in collaboration with the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) will 
be conducting community surveillance at three (3) to five (5) locations throughout 
Tulare County.  The purpose will be to 1) evaluate the prevalence of SARS-CoV-2 
and other respiratory viruses in mildly ill individuals, and 2) expand access to testing 
in under-represented areas.  On a weekly basis, the Public Health Branch will 
complete data reports, and submit them to CDPH. 
 
Tulare County Public Health Laboratory is working as one of the 25 public health 
laboratories through the state of California testing samples for COVID-19. Efficient 
and rapid testing are the critical first steps of containing the spread of COVID-19. As 
COVID-19 continues to spread, this capacity will likely need to be expanded in order 
to meet demand. Additional equipment to complete Reverse Transcription 
Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) testing surveillance is necessary. RT-PCR is 
the biological reaction by which viruses can be accurately identified. These 
reactions require specific equipment, or platforms, to accurately run to completion. It 
is the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved method to examine samples 
and determine if a person is a carrier of the active SARS-COV-2 virus, the virus that 
causes COVID-19.  
  

  
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING: 
 The maximum amount of this allocation is $125,000 for the period of March 5, 2020 

through March 15, 2021. This allocation is funded by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention through the California Department of Public Health. Funding 
must be used to implement approved activities. The capital asset will be included in 
the Fiscal Year 2020/2021 budget. There is no net cost to the County General 
Fund. 

  
LINKAGE TO THE COUNTY OF TULARE STRATEGIC BUSINESS PLAN: 
 The County's strategic business plan includes the Safety and Security initiative to 

plan and provide coordinated emergency preparedness response, recovery and 
mitigation capabilities for natural and manmade disasters. Acceptance of this 
funding will provide funds to help fulfill this initiative by ensuring the County 
continuous responding to this public health emergency. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE SIGN-OFF: 
  
 

/s/Robert Stewart OBO 
Karen M. Elliott 
Director of Public Health 
  
cc: County Administrative Office 
   
  
  
Attachment(s) Allocation Letter – Award Number COVID-19-5411 County of Tulare 

 Attachment 1 – Scope of Work 
 Attachment 2 – Allowable Activities 
   
  
 



 

 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF TULARE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
IN THE MATTER OF APPROVE THE     ) Resolution No. ____________ 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE COMMUNITY  
SENTINEL SURVEILLANCE 

) 
) 

Agreement No. ____________ 

COVID-19 ALLOCATION )  
   
 
 UPON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR      , SECONDED BY 

SUPERVISOR     , THE FOLLOWING WAS ADOPTED BY THE 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, AT AN OFFICIAL MEETING HELD    

 , BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 

 AYES:  
 NOES:  
ABSTAIN:  
 ABSENT:  
 
 ATTEST: JASON T. BRITT 

 COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER/ 
 CLERK, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 

 
 BY: _________________________________ 
 Deputy Clerk 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

1. Approved the acceptance of funds from the California Department of Public 
Health in the amount not to exceed $125,000, retroactive to March 5, 2020 
through March 15, 2021 for the Community Sentinel Surveillance project to 
support in the response to the COVID-19 crisis. This allocation is retroactive due 
to a delay in receiving the allocation from the State. It was impracticable for the 
Board to take action prior to March 5, 2020, due to the time needed to process, 
prepare, and submit the agenda item. 

 
2. Found that the Board had the authority to accept the funds as of March 5, 2020 

and that it was in the County’s best interest to accept the funding on that date. 
 

3. Approved the Capital Asset purchase of an automated Reverse Transcription 
Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) Platform needed to perform essential 
laboratory tests that support the activities of the Community Sentinel 
Surveillance project in an amount not to exceed $100,000. 
























