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AGENDA DATE: August 11, 2020 

Public Hearing Required Yes N/A 
Scheduled Public Hearing w/Clerk Yes N/A 
Published Notice Required Yes N/A 
Advertised Published Notice Yes N/A 
Meet & Confer Required Yes N/A 
Electronic file(s) has been sent Yes N/A 
Budget Transfer (Aud 308) attached Yes N/A 
Personnel Resolution attached Yes N/A 
Agreements are attached and signature line for Chairman is marked with 
tab(s)/flag(s) Yes  N/A 

CONTACT PERSON: Celeste Perez    PHONE:  (559) 624-7010 

SUBJECT: Tentative Subdivision Map No. TSM 20-002 Smee Homes, Inc./ 
Porterville 

REQUEST(S): 
That the Board of Supervisors: 

1. Hold a Public Hearing at 9:30 a.m. or shortly thereafter.
2. Adopt the Planning Commission’s recommendations and findings of approval

and approve Tentative Subdivision Map No. TSM 20-002 to subdivide 10.04
acres into eight (8) parcels that range in size from 49,155 to 52,776 square
feet, located in the Rural Residential – 43,000 square foot minimum (R-A-43)
Zone, with two exceptions for length of cul-de-sac and gutter requirements,
located approximately 634 feet north of Linda Vista Avenue and
approximately 700 feet east of Dillon Court, north of the City of Porterville, as
set forth in Planning Commission Resolution No. 9747.

3. Accept the Categorical Exemption as the appropriate environmental
determination, consistent with the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) and the State CEQA Guidelines, pursuant to Title 14, Cal. Code
Regulations Section 15303, Class 3, pertaining to New Construction or
Conversion of Small Structures.

4. Direct the Environmental Assessment Officer, or designee, of the Tulare
County Resource Management Agency to file a Notice of Exemption with the
Tulare County Clerk.

SUMMARY: 
The Tulare County Resource Management Agency (RMA) has received a request 
from Smee Homes, Inc. 444 N. Prospect, #A, Porterville, CA, 93257 (Agent: 
Forester, Weber & Associates, 1620 W. Mineral Kings Avenue, Visalia, CA 93291). 
The Planning Commission recommended approval of this Project on July 8, 2020 to 
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subdivide 10.04 acres into eight (8) parcels that range in size from 49,155 to 52,776 
square feet, located in the Rural Residential – 43,000 square foot minimum (R-A-43) 
Zone, located approximately 634 feet north of Linda Vista Avenue and approximately 
700 feet east of Dillon Court, north of the City of Porterville (APN: 243-150-087). An 
exception has been requested from the requirement to install curbs and gutters 
under Section 7-01-1235 of the Tulare County Subdivision Ordinance. An exception 
has also been requested to exceed the 660-foot maximum length of a cul-de-sac in 
non-mountainous areas under Section 7-01-1280(a) of the Tulare County 
Subdivision Ordinance.  Regardless, a final map is required. 

The Planning Commission found that this Project is consistent with the County’s 
General Plan for the City of Porterville’s Urban Area Boundaries, and specifically for 
the City of Porterville’s Area Plan (General Plan Amendment 14-008 (approved by 
resolution 2015-0136)).  This required that the City of Porterville was noticed for the 
Project, and the City’s standards were applied to the Project for a Project larger than 
4 lots.  Moreover, the City stated they did not want to stand in the way of the Project, 
and would apply their water requirements if the Project was annexed, which is not 
possible given its over 700 feet away from the City Limits.  The City’s General Plan 
considers the area include single-family residential development, which is consistent 
with our Area Plan’s Very Low Density Residential Standards.  

The Project is consistent with the Zoning, as the property is zoned Rural Residential 
43,000 square foot Minimums (R-A-43) and each lot is greater than 43,000 square 
feet.  It is also consistent with the septic, water, and fire requirements of the County, 
and the Public Works Department agreed with the recommendation to grant the 
exceptions under the Subdivision Code.  

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING: 
No Net County Cost to the General Fund.  The applicants cost for a Tentative 
Subdivision Map was an initial deposit of $5,732 to the RMA. Additional fees of $100 
per hour are charged if actual cost of processing the Tentative Subdivision Map 
application exceeds the deposit. CEQA documentation and compliance for the 
project is $58 because the project is exempt from CEQA. 

LINKAGE TO THE COUNTY OF TULARE STRATEGIC BUSINESS PLAN: 
The County’s five-year strategic plan includes the “Economic Well Being Initiative – 
to promote economic development opportunities, effective growth management and 
a quality standard of living.”  The requested tentative subdivision map will help 
encourage growth consistent with the County General Plan. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE SIGN-OFF: 

____________________________       
Aaron R. Bock, MCRP, JD, LEED AP
Assistant Director        
Economic Development & Planning 

______________________________ 
Michael Washam 
Associate Director 

______________________________ 
Reed Schenke, P.E. 
Director 

cc: County Administrative Office 
Smee Homes, Inc., 444 No. Prospect, #A, Porterville, CA 93257 
Forester, Weber & Assoc., LLC, 1620 W. Mineral King Ave., Visalia, CA 93291 

Attachments: 
Attachment No. 1 – Planning Commission TSM 20-002 Resolution No. 9747 
Attachment No. 2 – Maps and Graphics 
Attachment No. 3 – Notice of Exemption 



BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF TULARE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE MATTER OF TENTATIVE  ) Resolution No. ____________ 
SUBDIVISION MAP NO. TSM 20-002 )  
SMEE HOMES INC./PORTERVILLE )  

UPON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR      , SECONDED BY 

SUPERVISOR                        , THE FOLLOWING WAS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD 

OF SUPERVISORS, AT AN OFFICIAL MEETING HELD ON AUGUST 11, 2020, BY 

THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

AYES: 
NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 
 ABSENT: 

ATTEST: JASON T. BRITT 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER/ 
CLERK, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

BY: _________________________________ 
Deputy Clerk 

* *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  
1. Held a Public Hearing at 9:30 a.m. or shortly thereafter.
2. Adopted the Planning Commission’s recommendations and findings of approval

and approved Tentative Subdivision Map No. TSM 20-002 to subdivide 10.04
acres into eight (8) parcels that range in size from 49,155 to 52,776 square feet,
located in the Rural Residential – 43,000 square foot minimum (R-A-43) Zone,
with two exceptions for length of cul-de-sac and gutter requirements, located
approximately 634 feet north of Linda Vista Avenue and approximately 700 feet
east of Dillon Court, north of the City of Porterville, as set forth in Planning
Commission Resolution No. 9747.

3. Accepted the Categorical Exemption as the appropriate environmental
determination, consistent with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
and the State CEQA Guidelines, pursuant to Title 14, Cal. Code Regulations
Section 15303, Class 3, pertaining to New Construction or Conversion of Small
Structures.

4. Directed the Environmental Assessment Officer, or designee, of the Tulare
County Resource Management Agency to file a Notice of Exemption with the
Tulare County Clerk.
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Notice of Exemption 

To: ☐ Office of Planning and Research 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

☒ Tulare County Clerk
Room 105, Courthouse
221 South Mooney Boulevard
Visalia, California 93291

Lead Agency: Tulare County - Resource Management Agency 
5961 South Mooney Blvd. 
Visalia, CA 93277 
Ph: 559-624-7000 
Attn: sroper@co.tulare.ca.us 

Applicant(s): Smee Homes, Inc. 
444 N. Prospect, #A 
Porterville, CA 93257 
Ph: (559) 788-0525 

Activity/Project Title: Tentative Subdivision Map No. TSM 20-002 

Activity/Project Location: The project sited is located approximately 634 feet north of Linda Vista Avenue and approximately 700 
feet east of Dillon Court, north of the City of Porterville (APN: 243-150-087). 

Activity/Project Location- Section, Township, Range:  Section 15, Township 21 South, Range 27 East, MDB&M 

Project Location - City:  Porterville Project Location - County:  Tulare 

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:  TSM 20-002 proposes to subdivide 10.04 acres into eight (8) parcels 
that range in size from 49,155 to 52,776 square feet, located in the Rural Residential – 43,000 square foot minimum (R-A-43) Zone. 

Exempt Status: (check one) 
☐ Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
☐ Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
☐ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
☐ General Rule: CEQA guidelines (14 Cal. Code Regs. Section 15061 (b)(3)) (No Possibility of Significant Impact)
☒ Categorical Exemption: Title 14, Cal. Code Regulations Guideline § 15303, Class 3 pertaining to New Construction or

Conversion of Existing Structures
☐ Statutory Exemptions:

Reasons Why Activity/Project is exempt from CEQA:  The use of Section 15303 is applicable and appropriate because, upon 
project approval, only one by-right residential structure would be allowed on each newly-created parcel without further review.  As 
such, the use of Section 15303 is applicable and appropriate. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Activity/Project:  County of Tulare Resource Management Agency 

Activity/Project Representative Sandy Roper Area Code/Telephone: (559) 624-7101 

Signature:   Date: Title: Assistant Director 
Aaron Bock 

Signature:  Date: Title: Environmental Assessment Officer 
 Reed Schenke, P.E. 

☒ Signed by Lead Agency Date received for filing at OPR: N/A 

Date Filed with Tulare County Clerk 


