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SUBJECT: Approve Joint Use Agreement with Pacific Gas & Electric Company  
  

REQUEST(S):  
 That the Board of Supervisors: 
 1. Approve the Joint Use Agreement with Pacific Gas & Electric Company for the 

relocation of the electric facilities in connection with the Avenue 424 Traver Canal 
Bridge Project, near the City of Dinuba, effective upon approval by the Board of 
Supervisors; and  
 

2. Authorize the Chair of the Board of Supervisors to sign the Agreement. 
  

SUMMARY: 
 The County of Tulare is undertaking the Avenue 424 Traver Canal Bridge Project 

(Project). The Project consists of the replacement of the existing 2-lane functionally 
obsolete (narrow) bridge with a wider 2-lane structure meeting current AASHTO 
design criteria. The new structure will also improve the hydraulic capacity of the 
channel and be better able to withstand a 100-year flood event.  
 
The Project is located approximately 0.25 miles east of Road 64 on Avenue 424. 
Proposed improvements for the Project are in conflict with Pacific Gas & Electric 
Company’s (PG&E) overhead service line crossing the existing bridge. Therefore, the 
relocation of overhead conductors and the establishment of a new service pole is 
required.   
 
The County has acquired new right-of-way for the Project where PG&E electric 
distribution facilities are located. During the rights check process, it was determined 
that PG&E holds an easement by prescription for its existing facilities as they were 
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originally installed on private property prior to the County ownership of the land. For 
this reason, a Joint Use Agreement is required between the County and PG&E to 
recognize PG&E’s prior interest in the land and define the new location for the joint 
use area. Moreover, the Agreement establishes the terms and conditions for shared 
use of the right-of-way at the joint use area location.  

Furthermore, as determined by PG&E’s superior rights claim, the County is partially 
responsible for 18.92% of the relocation costs. Therefore, a Utility Agreement is 
required between the County and PG&E. The Utility Agreement will authorize the 
relocation work as well as establish the payment terms. This matter will be brought to 
your Board in a separate Agenda Item. The relocation work is expected to be 
completed by December 2020. 

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING: 
No net County cost to the General Fund. 

There is no cost associate with the Joint Use Agreement. Should the service line be 
required to be relocated as part of a future project, the County will be partially 
responsible for future relocation costs. All costs associated with preparing this 
Agreement are funded by County Road Funds.    

LINKAGE TO THE COUNTY OF TULARE STRATEGIC BUSINESS PLAN: 
Safety and Security – This project will enhance the safety and security of the public 
by improving the transportation infrastructure for both the general population in the 
region and the motorists using this facility. 

ADMINISTRATIVE SIGN-OFF: 

____________________________ 
Reed Schenke, P.E. 
Director 

cc: County Administrative Office 

Attachment(s) Attachment A – Vicinity Map 
Attachment B – Joint Use Agreement 



 

 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF TULARE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
IN THE MATTER OF APPROVE JOINT USE    ) Resolution No. ____________ 
AGREEMENT WITH PACIFIC GAS &  ) Agreement No. ____________ 
ELECTRIC COMPANY  )  

 
  

 

 UPON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR      , SECONDED BY 

SUPERVISOR     , THE FOLLOWING WAS ADOPTED BY THE 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, AT AN OFFICIAL MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 15, 2020, 

BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 

 AYES:  
 NOES:  
ABSTAIN:   
 ABSENT:  
 
 ATTEST: JASON T. BRITT 

 COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER/ 
 CLERK, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 

 
 BY: _________________________________ 
 Deputy Clerk 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

 
1. Approved the Joint Use Agreement with Pacific Gas & Electric Company for the 

relocation of the electric facilities in connection with the Avenue 424 Traver Canal 
Bridge Project, near the City of Dinuba, effective upon approval by the Board of 
Supervisors; and  
 

2. Authorized the Chair of the Board of Supervisors to sign the Agreement. 
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B. Agency has acquired certain lands for public road purposes in the vicinity

of Avenue 424 and the Traver Canal located north of Dinuba, County of Tulare, 

hereinafter referred to as "Agency right of way", which said Agency right of way is 

subject to PG&E's easement. 

C. PG&E's facilities installed pursuant to PG&E's easement will interfere with

the Avenue 424 Traver Canal Bridge Replacement Project, and Agency desires to 

eliminate such interference. 

NOW, THEREFORE, PG&E and Agency hereby mutually agree as follows: 

1. The location of PG&E's easement so far as it now lies within said Agency

right of way is hereby changed to the strip of land within said Agency right of way, 

hereinafter referred to as "new location", described as follows:   

The heavy dashed line designated “New Location” as shown upon the print of 

PG&E’s Drawing Number 31492088 attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

2. Agency acknowledges PG&E’s title to PG&E’s easement in said new

location and the priority of PG&E’s title over the title of Agency therein.  PG&E has and 

reserves the right and easement to use, in common with the public’s use of Agency’s 

right of way, said new location for all of the purposes for which PG&E’s easement was 

acquired, without need for any further permit or permission from Agency.  Except in 

emergencies, PG&E shall give reasonable notice to Agency before performing any work 

on PG&E’s facilities in said new location where such work will be performed in, on or 
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over the traveled way or improved shoulders of said Agency right of way or obstruct 

traffic.  PG&E shall make adequate provisions for the protection of the traveling public. 

3. In the event that the future use of said Agency right of way shall at any

time or times necessitate a rearrangement, relocation, reconstruction or removal of any 

of PG&E’s facilities then existing in said new location, the Agency shall notify PG&E in 

writing of such necessity and agree to reimburse PG&E on demand for its costs 

incurred in complying with such notice.  PG&E will provide Agency with plans of its 

proposed rearrangement and an estimate of the cost thereof and, upon approval of 

such plans by Agency and the execution of a relocation contract, PG&E will promptly 

proceed to effect such rearrangement, relocation, reconstruction or removal.  PG&E 

shall make adequate provisions for the protection of the traveling public.  No further 

permit or permission from Agency for such rearrangement shall be required and if such 

rearrangement shall require relocation of any of PG&E’s facilities outside of said new 

location, Agency will (1) enter into PG&E’s standard form of Joint Use Agreement 

covering the replacement location of PG&E’s easement within the right of way, (2) 

provide executed document(s) granting to PG&E good and sufficient easement(s) 

outside of the right of way if necessary to replace PG&E’s easement or any part thereof, 

and (3) reimburse PG&E for any costs it may be required to expend to acquire such 

easement, provided it is mutually agreed in writing that PG&E shall acquire such 

easement. 

4. PG&E does hereby surrender and quitclaim to Agency all of PG&E's right,

title and interest under and by virtue of PG&E's easement in the old location within said 

Agency right of way and not included in said new location. 
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5. PG&E hereby consents to the construction, reconstruction, maintenance

or use by Agency of  the Avenue 424 Traver Canal Bridge Replacement Project over, 

along and upon PG&E's easement in the new location subject to PG&E's right and 

easement to use said new location for all of the purposes for which PG&E's easement 

was acquired and to the terms and conditions herein contained.  PG&E does not by this 

Agreement and shall not be deemed to subordinate its rights in the new location to any 

use which Agency shall make of said area. 

6. Except as expressly set forth herein, this Agreement shall not in any way

alter, modify or terminate any provision of PG&E's easement or the priority thereof over 

the title of Agency in said new location.  Both Agency and PG&E shall use said new 

location in such a manner as not to interfere unreasonably with the rights of the other. 

Nothing herein contained shall be construed as a release or waiver of any claim for 

compensation or damages which PG&E or Agency may now have or may hereafter 

acquire resulting from the construction of additional facilities or the alteration of existing 

facilities by either Agency or PG&E in such a manner as to cause an unreasonable 

interference with the use of said new location by the other party. 

7. This Agreement shall inure to the benefit of and be binding upon the

successors and assigns of both parties. 
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